
Historical problem: position 
Toronto’s original waterfront 

and uncover a lost river
Presentation and resources: 

http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/hgis/hgis.html

Marcel.Fortin@utoronto.ca
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Software Literacy
Choosing the right software for the right tool









What is GIS? - Feature 
Polygons



What is GIS? - Attribute 
Data



Allows for 
analysis



What is GIS? - Analysis (Symbolize by land 
area)



What is GIS? Cartographic Display of 
Results









What does GIS Look Like?

Source: DMTI Spatial Road Network File v2009.4













City of Toronto, Works and Emergency Fire Hydrants and Traffic Lights 



Ontario Min. of Natural Resources 20cm resoltion Orthophotography



City of Toronto, 1968 Paper Air 
Photo



City of Toronto, 1968 Paper Air 
Photo



Download the software and workshop data 
from http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/FTP/
hgis.zip (username is mapguest password is 
geacc7)

http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/FTP/hgis.zip
http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/FTP/hgis.zip
http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/FTP/hgis.zip
http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/FTP/hgis.zip
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2Click-hold and 
move to top
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This map is from 1837 scale is 1inch 300 feet or about 1:3600



This map is from 1837 scale is 1inch 300 feet or about 1:3600
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Click once on garrison_creek to highlight





1 Click and drag toolbox

Click to toggle editing



1 Click and drag toolbox

Click to toggle editing













x



x
x



x
x

x



x
x

xx



x
x

xx
x



x
x

xx
xx



x
x

xx
xxx



x
x

xx
xxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



x
x

xx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Right-click on last point









Drag image to the bottom right





x



xx



xxx



xxxx



xxxxx



xxxxxx



xxxxxx
x



xxxxxx
xx



xxxxxx
xxx



xxxxxx
xxxx



xxxxxx
xxxxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x
x



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x
xx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x
xxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x
xxxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x
xxxxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x
xxxxxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x
xxxxxxx



xxxxxx
xxxxxx

x xx x
x x x

xxxx
xxx

x
xxxxxxx x







Right-click on last point
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Drag image to this area
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Toggle off













This map is from 1816 and is about a scale of (1 inch to 55 feet approx) 1:400 or 1:500 Duberger and Nichols



This map is from 1816 and is about a scale of (1 inch to 55 feet approx) 1:400 or 1:500 Duberger and Nichols
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Double-click





























1

2

4 double-click on 
lines

3

5

6







There is no need to install shp2kml. It is an executable that you place where you want it on your 
windows computer. You can download shp2kml from http://www.zonums.com/shp2kml.html the 
direct address for the current download is http://www.zonums.com/files/Shp2kml.zip











http://www.google.com/earth/index.html








