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Background













Network in Canadian History & 
Environment (NiCHE) Grant Proposal

• Industry between 1858 – 1950
• Course of Don River 1858 – 1912
• Toronto Shoreline between Sherbourne 

and Woodbine between 1858 - 1912
• Ashbridges Bay between 1858 – 1912
• Land Ownership in 1860 and 1878



NiCHE / DMGC

NiCHE
• $5,000
• Laptop
• External Hard Drive
• Server Access @ 

UWO

DMGC
• Training
• GIS Software Access
• Map Scanner



Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS)



Compile



Store



Manipulate



Display



Analyze



What does GIS look like?



What does GIS look like?
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What does GIS look like?



What does GIS look like?



What does GIS look like?



Historical GIS (HGIS)













Sources



Industry: Fire Insurance Plans



Industry: Fire Insurance Plans



Industry: City Directories



Don River: 1818



Don River: 1888



Ashbridges Bay: 1909



Ashbridges Bay: 1912



Ashbridges Bay: 1918



Don River / Land Ownership: 1860



Land Ownership : 1878



Don Valley Watershed

Phase I









1892 / 2008
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Don Foundry

Toronto Railway Co. Toronto Railway Co.

White Motor Co. Ltd.

Andrew Muirhead Varnish

Wm. R. Perrin & Co. Ltd.

Monarch Knitting Co. Ltd.
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Don Foundry

starch factory

Sussmann & Sons

A.R. Clark & Co.

Brickendon Bros.

Belvere Fuel Co.

Crescent Oil Co.

Frank Smith & Co.

Warren-Scharf Co.

Cataract Refining

J.W. Corson & Co.

J.W. Corson & Co.

Don Tool & Die Co.

A.C. Horn Co. Ltd.

Toronto Salt Works

M. Axler & Co. Ltd.

T. Tisdale Coal Co.

Toronto Railway Co. Toronto Railway Co.
White Motor Co. Ltd.

Canada Transport Co.

Wickett & Craig Ltd.

R. Laidlaw & Co. Ltd.

R. Laidlaw & Co. Ltd.

S. Wiseman & Sons Ltd.

Canada Rag & Metal Co.

Clapperton & Sons Ltd.

Queen City Vinegar Co.

Freyseng Cork Co. Ltd.

Andrew Muirhead Varnish

The Eastern Storage Co.

Arctic Cold Storage Ltd.

Cooper's Rag & Metal Co.

Wm. R. Perrin & Co. Ltd.

Monarch Knitting Co. Ltd.

Dominion Brewery Co. Ltd.

The Farmers Feed Co. Ltd.

Mitchell Manufacturing Co.

Powertronic Equipment Ltd.

Wimco Steel Sales Co. Ltd.

National Showcase Co. Ltd.

Rivers ide Storage Co. Ltd.

Marine Welding & Boiler Co.

Toronto Specialties Mfg. Co.

Canada Decalcomania Co. Ltd.

Dominion Electrical Mfg. Co.

Dominion Wheel Foundries Ltd.

Dominion Wheel Foundries Ltd.

McColl Frontenac Oil Co. Ltd.

Dominion Wheel Foundries Ltd.

The Barber Asphalt Paving Co.

The Dairy & Poultry Foods Ltd.

Dyer Fence & Supplies Co. Ltd.

Toronto Storage & Transport Co.

Lake Simcoe Ice Supply Co. Ltd.

Levis Paper Stock/Sunclo Products

Toronto Builders Supplies Limited

The Coleman Lamp & Stove Co. Ltd.

Canadian Northern Transfer Co. Ltd.

Herbert Hosiery Mills of Canada Ltd.

Canadian Elevator Equipment Co. Ltd.

Hamilton Carhartt Manufacturing Ltd.

Continental Carbon Co. of Canada Ltd.

Railway & Power Engineering Corp. Ltd.

Don Brewery/Davies Brewing & Malting Co.

The Booth Coulter Copper & Brass Co. Ltd.





Foundries in 1911



Foundries in 1935



Foundries in 1951



Oil and Gas footprints 1911



Oil and Gas footprints 1935



Oil and Gas footprints 1951





Don River/Shoreline: 2008



Don/Shoreline 1884 / 2008









Land Ownership : 1860
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Land Ownership : 1878



Next Steps : Data Dissemination



Next Steps: Online Mapping





Phase II

• Extend to upper Watershed
• Metadata
• Finish Polygon Layers
• Extend Shoreline Coverage to Humber 

River
• Forest Cover
• Geology / Lake Iroquois Shoreline
• Develop a SIC crosswalk
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